Bean leaf beetles can knock down soybean yields by Rice, Marlin E.
Integrated Crop Management News Agriculture and Natural Resources
8-8-1999
Bean leaf beetles can knock down soybean yields
Marlin E. Rice
Iowa State University, merice@iastate.edu
Follow this and additional works at: http://lib.dr.iastate.edu/cropnews
Part of the Agricultural Science Commons, Agriculture Commons, and the Entomology
Commons
The Iowa State University Digital Repository provides access to Integrated Crop Management
News for historical purposes only. Users are hereby notified that the content may be
inaccurate, out of date, incomplete and/or may not meet the needs and requirements of the
user. Users should make their own assessment of the information and whether it is suitable for
their intended purpose. For current information on integrated crop management from Iowa
State University Extension and Outreach, please visit https://crops.extension.iastate.edu/.
Recommended Citation
Rice, Marlin E., "Bean leaf beetles can knock down soybean yields" (1999). Integrated Crop Management News. 2147.
http://lib.dr.iastate.edu/cropnews/2147
Bean leaf beetles can knock down soybean yields
Abstract
Bean leaf beetle populations have been on the increase for the past couple of weeks. Reports from western and
central Iowa suggest that populations are large again this year, particularly in early-planted soybean fields. The
beetles that are being seen now are part of the F1 generation; these beetles developed from eggs that were laid
in the soybeans shortly after plants emerged. The next generation, or F2, is often the most damaging of the
two generations, but either generation can cause damage if green pods are present in the field at the same time
as the beetles are feeding. Large populations have reduced yields by 20-50 percent in past years so the
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$7 $8 $9 $10 $11 $12 $13 $14 $15
beetles per foot of row
$5.00 5.5 6.3 7.1 7.9 8.7 9.5 10.3 11.0 11.8
$6.00 4.6 5.2 5.9 6.5 7.2 7.8 8.5 9.2 9.9
$7.00 3.9 4.4 5.0 5.6 6.1 6.7 7.3 7.8 8.4
$8.00 3.5 4.0 4.5 5.0 5.5 6.0 6.5 7.0 7.5
beetles per sweep
$5.00 3.5 4.0 4.5 5.0 6.5 7.2 7.7 8.3 8.7
$6.00 2.9 3.3 3.7 4.1 5.4 6.0 6.4 6.9 7.3
$7.00 2.4 2.8 3.1 3.5 3.8 4.2 4.5 4.9 5.2
$8.00 2.2 2.5 2.8 3.2 4.1 4.5 4.8 5.2 5.5
*Economic thresholds are based on a row spacing of 30 inches and a plant population of eight plants per foot of
row. For narrow­row soybeans (8­inch rows) and a plant population of three plants per foot of row, multiply the
above economic thresholds by 0.7.
Table 2. Common chemicals labeled for bean leaf beetle in soybean.
Insecticide Amount per acre Harvest interval (days)
Ambush 2EC* 3.2­6.4 ounces 60
Asana XL* 4.8­9.6 ounces 21
Lorsban 4E 1­2 pints 28
Penncap­M* 2­3 pints 20
Pounce 3.2EC* 2­4 ounces 60
Sevin XLR Plus 1­2 pints 0
Warrior T* 1.92­3.2 ounces 45
*Restricted use insecticide.
This article originally appeared on pages 160­161 of the IC­482(21) ­­ August 9, 1999 issue.
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